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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT international application No. P CT/US 03/00057 

I- Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the internationaJ application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "original!" filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

1 "13 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 " 7 received on 05.02.2004 with letter of 04.02.2004 
Drawings, Sheets 

1£-2/2 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this AuNiorPy in (he 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the International search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° Rute55 ^nXVsS) 3 ^ 00 ^ ^ purp0SBS of National preliminary examination (under 

3 * )^!ll re ^ ard , t0 a r y P uc,eotide . an 5or amino acid sequence disclosed in the International application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclose 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has oeen furnished. 1 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: j 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they hove 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

tow™)* 1 *™™ 6 " 1 She&t COntWnin9 suchamendments mus t referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement w^mmy, 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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li References 

1 . 1 Reference is made to the following documents cited in the international search report . 
D1: EP-A-1211136 

D2: US-A-1901908 

1 .2 Document D1 represents prior art according to Rule 64.3 PCT and consequently is 
not considered part of the prior art for the purpose of assessing novelty and inventive 
step in the framework of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). 

D1 was published on 05.06.2002, filed on 26.1 1 .2001 , claiming priority of 30.1 1 .2000 
(Rule 70.10 PCT). 

RE Item V 

2» independent claim 1 

2.1 Based on the available relevant prior art (see equally paragraph 1 .2), the subject- 
matter of claim 1 appears to be new and inventive according to Articles 33 (1) and 

33 (3) PCT. 

2.2 In terms of claim 1 , D2 can be said to disclose (the references between inclined lines 
applying to this document) 

an adhesive-tapo-attaching jig {5QJ which is an a lt ac l lii ty ji g for continuous attachment 
of adhesive tape (40, 41,42) in a manner conforming to the shape and /or size of a 
long object {4§) /p. 1 , li. 1-10/, said attaching jig £0) comprising the combination of 
a tape holder (11, 12) which is aple to receives and holds said adhesive 

tape (40, 41, 42) in said attaching jig {5JJ) /Fig. 2, 

refs. 24, 25, 26/; 

a tape attacher^a) which i s able to contact bonds the adhesive tape 

{41) that has been guided from said tape holder SXL 
12) onto the tape attachment surface of the object 
{45) /Fig. 2, ref. 37/; and 

a jig guide member {&_Z) which is able to continuously guides said attaching 

jig {50) along the object {45) /Fig. 2, ref. 53, 53a/, 
wherein s a i d jig is characterized by 

said tape holder {11JL2) comprismges 

an adjustable mechanism (23, 11, 26, 24) for matching the width of the 
adhesive tape (40, 41,43) or object {45) /Fig. 2, ref. 24b, 28/,and 

said jig guide member f6. 7) compristnges 
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an adjustable mechanism {32} for adjusting the space between said jig 
guide member (6. 7) and said tape attacher .(9) /Fig. 1, refs. 65 t 66A 

Legend (paragraph 2.2, 2.3): 

underline = amendment / insertion done by examiner 
strikeout = amendment / deletion done by examiner 

2.3 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that 
said tape attacher^ compristnges 

an adjustable mechanism (23. 24. 26. 11) for matching the width of the 
adhesive tape (40. 41.42^ or object {45). 

2.4 The technical effect of this distinguishing feature is that the tape is properly guided 
at the moment of application. 

2.5 The objective problem to be solved by this distinguishing feature may therefore be 
regarded as to attach the tape more precisely. 

2.6 None of the available relevant prior art documents appears to disclose the in 2.3 
mentioned feature. 

2.7 Consequently claim 1 fulfills the requirements according to Articles 33 (1), 33 (2) and 
33 (3) PCT, as the solution of the present problem provided by claim 1 is not obvious. 

3, Dependent claims 2 to 7 

The dependent claims are regarded - from a formalistic point of view - as being new 
and inventive, as they refer directly or indirectly to the independent claim 1 which is 
considered to be new and inventive. 

4* Formal/Further objections 

4.1 Although claim 1 is drafted in the two-part form, some characterising features are 
incorrectly placed in the characterising portion, as they are disclosed in document D2 
in combination with the features placed in the preamble (Rule 6.3(b) PCT). 

5.2 The features of the claims are not consistently provided with reference signs placed 
in parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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5.3 The closest prior art document is not identified in the description and its relevant 
content is not indicated as required by Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT. 
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